Route from Grange Ward to South Bank as far as St Thomas’s Hospital

Bruce Lynn, Southwark Cyclists, 7 October 2013   

The red route is best going outward, i.e. west, or if starting from the west end of Grange Ward (e.g. Kipling or Hamilton).  The blue route works well for return to the east end of Grange ward, e.g. Neckinger.  Because Newcomen St is one-way west, on return need to use an alternative to just reversing the outward route.  Suggested route for this is in blue-green.

Map1 has the first sections of the route, starting from Neckinger..

Map 1                   (Base for maps from Open Street Map (http://www.openstreetmap.org))
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Head along Grange Walk, take second rt to Maltby St, then across Abbey St as far as the railway. Bear left into Tanner St, crossing Tower Br Road at the pedestrian crossing.  Continue to Bermondsey St, then rt/left into Leathermarket St. At Weston St turn rt, then left into Guy St (contraflow), left into Kipling and immediate rt into Porlock St.  At end, rt into Crosby Row, then left into Newcomen St.

Now go to Map 2

At traffic lights on Borough High St go straight across on to the cycle path on the pavement of Union St.  At the Island Café bear left to the cycle crossing of Southwark Bridge Rd.  Continue along Union St until turning rt on to Gt Suffolk St.  At Southwark Street traffic lights go left along Southwark St to the lights at Blackfriars Rd then continue straight across into Stamford St. Go to Map 3.

Map 2
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Note if you want to visit Tate Modern or the Globe, go straight across from Gt Sufflok St into Sumner St.  Tate Modern is in view; bear rt for the Globe, then left into Park St and left again for New Globe walk.

Continue along Stamford St and take the second or 3rd right (Hatfields or Broadwall).  You may need to pull in on the left and use one of the pedestrian crossings.  There is a better route involving a rt turn at Blackfriars Road and then a left into Upper Ground.  But this route is blocked at present (Oct 2013) due to building work and looks as though it will be closed for at least another year.

At the end of Hatfields or Broadwall, turn left on to Upper Ground. Follow this past the National theatre and under Waterloo Bridge, where the road changes name to Belvedere Rd. Continue past the Festival Hall and under the railway bridge.  At the London Eye all motor traffic goes left but you are going straight on.  So effectively a rt turn, and you need to be on the right of the carriageway as you approach the junction.  The barrier ahead has a gap on the extreme left.  Continue along the back of County Hall to the barrier at Westminster Bridge where there is again a gap on the left.  Cross the Toucan crossing to St Thomas’s Hospital.

Return route.

Reverse of outward route as far as the Southwark St/Sumner St/Gt Suffolk St junction (Map 2).  Here turn left into Sumner St, past the back of Tate Modern and left into Park St.  Follow Park St under Southwark Bridge Rd, at the t-junction near Vimopolis, follow Park St right.  At this point if heading for location west of Tower Bridge Rd need to use alternative route given below.  

Map 3
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Otherwise bear left on contraflow, still on Park St, into Borough Market.  At the next t-junction go left, then turn rt into Winchester Place (cycle contraflow).  At end, by Southwark Cathedral, turn left into Montague Place and fork rt past the Cathedral and under London Bridge. Continue and go left on to Tooley St.  Then along Tooley St (rather busy, but usually not too difficult).  After Potters Field Park fork left up Queen Elizabeth St.  Cross through the small gap – this is National Cycle route 4 believe it or not – to continue along Qu Elizabeth St.  Go past the horse then at the end turn rt into Shad Thames.  At the lights turn left.  You can use the pavement here as it is dual use.  Pass Mill St and Dockhead, then on to the pavement and use the ped/cycle crossing just before the bus stop.  After crossing go through the small gap in the fence and follow a path round to the rt.  At the road (Sweeney Crescent) turn left.  At Druid St cross and go through the tunnel (Gedling Place). Continue and cross Abbey St to Neckinger.

Alternative return route for west part of Grange ward.

After the Vinopolis right turn on Park St, fork right into Red Cross Way.  Carefully cross Southwark St and continue south along Red Cross way until Union St.  Turn left on to Union St.  At lights on Borough High St, turn right, then immediately left into the narrow Mermaid Court.  At first junction turn rt into Tennis St, then left on to Long Lane.  Then 2nd left to Kipling (contraflow) to join outward route at Guy St.

Takes me 20-30 min to get from Grange to St Thomas’s.

