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Road Traffic Estimates:

Methodology change

The Department for Transport has undertaken a review of the methodology used to produce the road traffic estimates. User
engagement was sought through published reports. The review has now concluded and the recommended changes have been
implemented in this release. More information about the methodology changes can be found on page 35.
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Summary statistics

Introductiontoroaduse 3 * Van traffic continued to grow more quickly than any other motor
vehicle type, rising 2.7% from 2016 to 50.5 bvm (page 11).

Long-term traffic trends,

>

drivers and impacts * Lorry traffic increased by 1.2% from 2016, continuing a trend of

Traffic statistics by: steady growth for the past five years (page 13).

- Vehicle Type * Pedal cycle traffic was 3.3 bvm, 28.2% above the figure ten
years before (page 18).

- Road Type

] * Motorways carried 68.7 bvm of traffic, 1.4% more than in 2016
- SARHEE ]I [REEE [Neens and 10% more than ten years ago (page 21).

- Geography The Strategic Road Network carried 94.1 bvm of traffic; one-

third of all motorised traffic in England, a new high (page 26).

- Time

Foreign Vehicles * ‘A’roads saw a 1.1% rise in traffic from 2016 (page 22).
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Further Information * Minor road traffic increased 1.4% since 2016 (page 23).
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(ﬁ) Pedal cycles

Pedal cycles travelled 3.3 billion miles on roads* in 2017, 3% further than in
the previous year, and almost 30% more than twenty years ago.
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Between 2016 and 2017, cycle traffic increased to 3.3 billion vehicle miles;
this was around 0.2 billion lower than 2014, which was the highest figure
since 1987. Although over four-fifths of the road cycle miles ridden in 2017
were on minor roads, the largest proportional increases in cycle traffic were
rural ‘A’ roads.

Long-term trends in cycle traffic
Year-to-year changes in cycle traffic can be
volatile due to factors such as the weather,

Pedal cycle traffic and car ownership
(NTS) in Great Britain, 1949 - 2016
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*Cycling on
roads

DfT road traffic
statistics report
activity of cyclists on
public highways, and
on cycle paths and
footpaths adjacent to
them.

Cycle activity
elsewhere (for
example on canal
towpaths, byways

or bridleways) is not
included in road traffic
statistics.

Statistics from the
National Travel Survey
(NTS) and Active
Lives Survey also
provide information on
cycling.



http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-travel-survey-statistics
http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/walking-and-cycling-statistics
http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/walking-and-cycling-statistics

Understanding trends in cycle traffic
Information on cycling from other sources, such as the National Travel Survey (NTS), provide
context for the trends in the estimates of cycle traffic from the road traffic statistics.
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This picture is broadly supported by NTS figures on cycling frequency (below), which show that
the proportion of people cycling at least once per week stayed roughly constant between 2003 and
2016, remaining at 14% in both years.

In general, cycling activity is unevenly distributed within the population, with 66% of people rarely or
never cycling, but almost half of those cycling doing so more than once per week.

Cycle trip frequency in England, 2003 and 2016 (NTS0313)
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