Cycle Routes in South Bermondsey

Notes by Bruce Lynn, Sept 16th 2012

Keeping track of:

Connect 2

East London Line

Surrey Canal: London’s Sporting Village (Millwall Football Ground)

This is my attempt to sort out what is done and what is planned.  So we can effectively argue for related improvements to give added value.  And can keep two separate councils (Southwark and Lewisham) co-operating to best effect.

Connect 2.  Sustrans nation-wide scheme funded by the Lottery.  In Southwark this involves creating a route from Burgess Park to the Rotherhithe riverside utilising a disused railway bridge just west of South Bermondsey station.  This project is now nearing completion.  On 21st Sept work will start on removing and replacing the bridge.  Work should be complete by January 2013.  Hopefully the route will be usable early in 2013.

East London Line.  The section of path from Oldfield Grove to Surrey Canal Rd is now open again with a lovely new surface.  The path continuing south to the south end of Ilderton Rd, nearly to the Old Kent rd, is there, but not resurfaced or open.  A number of improvements have been made, for example access from Hornshay St where some very nice block paving has been laid at the entrance to Bridgehouse Meadows.  This path is due to be re-opened later this year (2012).

Surrey Canal/Millwall Football Ground.  The developers (Renewal) now have planning permission for the development of an area west and south of the Millwall football stadium.  Exactly how they will align cycle paths is not clear from the planning documents.  But 10.5.5 says 

“A network of cycle routes will be provided through the development, which will connect to existing and proposed Sustrans/local authority cycle routes. These include a route which will form part of the ‘Connect 2’ cycle route and will provide direct access to South Bermondsey Station and a connection from the ‘Connect 2 Link’ which will integrate with the planned cycle route adjacent to on the East London Line Phase 2 Corridor.”

My best understanding from the planning application is a diagonal route running to the west and south of the stadium.  This path will form a very important link.  In fact Connect 2 does not really work without it.

The map at the end shows these route and LCN2.

Points that need watching/sorting (numbered on the map).

1. Lower Road crossing.  Southwark Council are considering this at present.  The existing crossing of Bush Road that is immediately to the south of Lower Rd will be upgraded to a Toucan (combined pedestrian and cycle) crossing.  Plus some bits of adjacent pavement will become dual use.  This has gone to public consultation and should now proceed.  But the details of the Lower Rd changes that are needed has not been sorted out.  There may be a feeling that this can be deferred because a new Cycle Super Highway is planned along Lower Rd.  Also there are long term plans to return Lower Rd to 2 way.  And finally proposals for expanding the Surrey Quays shopping centre are also under consideration.  However, it would be easy to make small improvements to the Lower Road crossing so that it is easier for cyclists and in my view we should press for these, even if they may be superseded in a few years. The sort of improved signage and white paint that is needed should not be expensive.

2. Crossing from Surrey Canal Road to Folkstone Gardens. This is part of LCN2 but is very dangerous.  Because of the road alignment, the slope and the rail bridge visibility is poor.  Plus motorists treat this fun stretch of road like a chicane at Brands Hatch!  If we are to get full advantage of the S Bermondsey bridge and the paths leading to it, we need a safe route to Folkstone Gardens and on to the excellent cycle paths through Deptford (Woodpecker Rd etc).  A proper controlled crossing is needed here, plus maybe a bit of traffic calming.

3. Crossing Old Kent Road at Ilderton Rd.  In order to get to the excellent new path that will soon be along the East London Line it is necessary to cross the Old Kent Road.  There are relatively quiet routes from the south that feed into the Ilderton Rd/OK Rd junction.  But no facility for cyclists to cross easily and get to and from the new path alongside the ELL.  We should try to come up with some proposals that could be taken to TfL and the local Councils.

4. Surrey Canal Road crossing for the cycle path from Oldfield Grove to Bridgehouse Meadows.  The road marking and tactile pavement for a crossing are still there, but no lights.  This needs to be a Toucan crossing.  This may already be planned – need to check with Lewisham Council.  In the long run we should perhaps try to get a cycle/pedestrian bridge as part of the new Surrey Canal station that is planned for the south side of Surrey Canal Road at this location.  I am not sure how far advanced these plans are.

5. South Bermondsey bridge.  As already described, this disused bridge will be replaced with a new cycle/pedestrian bridge soon.  Probably just need to keep working on the Steering Group with Southwark Council on this one (both Southwark Living Streets and Southwark Cyclists, plus of course Sustrans) are on this steering group.

6. Link from bridge path to Surrey Canal development.  Need to ensure that the route from the new bridge to the path across the Surry Canal development is aligned in a way that encourages cycling.   This will be tricky.  There is a lot of pedestrian traffic along the station path at peak hours.  Through cyclists will in effect be crossing the people going straight to and from the station.  Also it would be a shame if we end up with a poorly aligned route with lots of barriers.  The obvious way to run the path, and this was proposed by Sustrans in a bid for Legacy money that failed, is through the unused arch to the south of the existing path.  Because we are pretty much on the borough boundary here there is much scope for screw-ups.  Again it may be that the cyclists need to look at this and come up with a proposal.

Concluding comments

There are going to be real improvements in cycling paths in the S Bermondsey area.

By staying close to developments we may be able to maximise the benefit from these changes.

Key points to watch/investigate:

· Lower Road crossing

· Surrey Canal Rd crossing at Folkstone Gardens and into Bridgehouse Meadows

· Details of plans for Surrey Canal development

· Crossing the Old Kent Rd at Ilderton Rd

In my view, Southwark Cyclists, Lewisham Cyclists and Sustrans need to work together on the issues outlined above.  And we need a proper structure, some sort of formal working group, so that proposals are well discussed and carry the maximum weight.

Bruce Lynn    

Southwark Cyclists Healthy Rides Co-ordinator and rep on the Connect 2 Steering Group and the LCC Junction Review Group.

[image: image1.jpg]Sitood
Tange





